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President’s Message

2015 Election

Our Candidate is Working Hard
– Please Join in the Campaign!

Karim Jivraj is University-Rosedale’s
First Conservative Candidate

Ghina Al-Sewaidi
President

N

ow that the nomination contest is over, the next step
is the campaign. While the writ will not be dropped
for a couple of months, this is the time to build up a
war chest for Karim’s campaign, and for Karim, his team
of young and energetic volunteers, and all our supporters
to go out and canvass so that we can identify and create
Conservative voters in the riding, and reach out to the many
communities that make up this extremely diverse part of
Toronto. Karim has been canvassing on a daily basis since
May. He has a young team of volunteers led by Jason Wang
and is also supported by the University of Toronto Campus
Conservatives. We’ve been hearing how impressed people
have been with this team of enthusiastic and energetic
young conservatives who have seized the canvassing
initiative in this riding. The Liberal and NDP candidates
seem to be sleeping at the wheel.

In addition to door-to-door work, Karim has participated in
a variety of local events including the Dano Korean festival,
the UJA Walk for Israel, a reception with Prime Minister
Harper for Benigno Acquino III, President of the Phillipines,
and Prime Minister Harper’s recent announcement of
up to $2.6 Billion matching funding for Mayor John Tory’s
SmartTrack plan. On June 28th, Karim joined a group of
conservatives from across the province in the Pride parade.
Between these various events, Karim also managed to
catch a flight to Ottawa to attend the historic first iftar,
the Ramadan break-the-fast dinner, at 24 Sussex with PM
Harper.
With the upcoming election, I urge you to please be involved
— volunteering, donating, joining the Conservative Party and
talking to your friends. Visit our website for more information
as we work together to re-elect another Conservative
majority government!
Sincerely,

O

Karim Jivraj making his inaugural speech

n April 20th, before a standing room only crowd
packed into Cody Hall at St. Paul’s on Bloor, Karim
Jivraj was chosen as the CPC candidate for the
University-Rosedale riding.

This was a historic moment for several reasons. First, we
had a contested nomination for the first time in over a
decade in this part of Toronto, showing that Conservative
energy and enthusiasm are rising in a neighbourhood that
has been challenging for the CPC for many years. Second,
Karim is the first official federal Conservative candidate
from this riding, since University-Rosedale is a new riding
created through redistribution for the 2015 election. Third,
we believe Karim is going places in Canadian politics, and
it will be University-Rosedale’s claim to fame that his career
began with us. Hang on to this newsletter – it might become
a collector’s item!

Visit us on-line for more news and photos from
the campaign: www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com
Ghina Al-Sewaidi, President
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Out-and-about in University-Rosedale

Recent Events & Highlights from the Campaign
Here are some photos highlighting what has been happening in our riding and
how Karim’s campaign has been working hard for support across the riding:

A packed Cody Hall, listening to the candidates
at the April 20 nomination contest.

The future candidate, schmoozing the party members

At the end of the night, winning candidate
Karim Jivraj and the University-Rosedale EDA

Keith and Elizabeth Tuomi generously offered their home for a very
successful fundraiser and get-together with MP Greg Rickford

Conservatives from across the GTA gathered for the 2015 UJA Walk
for Israel.
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Our candidate, Karim Jivraj, with Prime Minister Stephen Harper and
Benigno Acquino III, president of the Phillipines, at the May 8 reception
at Thompson Hall.
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A Message from the Candidate

It is a great honour to represent you

I

am thrilled to be your federal Conservative candidate in
University-Rosedale and honoured to have received a
mandate to represent you in the upcoming election.

Growing up in Toronto

It has been a great privilege to get to know so many of you
over the past few weeks. For those who don’t know me very
well, allow me to introduce myself. I was born in Hamilton,
and grew up in north Toronto. My parents came to Canada
in their early twenties from East Africa via London, following
political unrest in the early 70s. I grew up as the oldest
of five kids. My father has run a small chain of menswear
stores in Toronto for over 25 years, and the kids were often
asked to help out at one of the stores.
We grew up with certain values: hard work, respect for
authority, thrift, self-reliance and dogged perseverance. I
grew up in a pretty typical suburban Canadian family: we
worked hard, played house league hockey (I was a terribly
fast skater but couldn’t shoot for the life of me) and went
to summer camp in Northern Ontario. I was lucky to attend
the Toronto French School where I learned French, was
an active and boisterous debater and got my first taste
of politics when I successfully ran to become the student
President.

Time abroad

After high school I set out to France where I earned a spot
at the Sorbonne in Paris to study international law. I paid
my way through school by teaching English, all the while
improving my rudimentary French. I started my career
working in corporate law, where I worked on corporate
governance and taxation issues. My practice eventually
evolved more towards international litigation, where I
have worked on some landmark lawsuits against foreign
companies and governments.

The Rise of our Founding Values

Throughout all of this, I had been following the rise of
Canadian Conservatism quite closely and was involved
with conservative politics in Toronto. I have been watching
Stephen Harper closely for fifteen years. I have seen that his
core beliefs in small government, individual enterprise and
a principled foreign policy have not wavered. Looking back
over the past ten years, I realize that our low taxes, safe
streets, strong principles and generosity of spirit have made
us one of the most economically and culturally successful
countries in the world. Canada today is a country whose
future has never looked brighter.
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Karim with Toronto Mayor John Tory at Prime Minister Harper’s
announcement of up to $2.6 billion of federal funding for
John Tory’s SmartTrack transit initiative.

University-Rosedale can send a message

Friends, the pundits and insiders say that downtown
residents aren’t ready for a Conservative MP. I beg to differ.
I am a proud son of Toronto and an urban Conservative. I
know deep down that the folks in our riding want a principled
MP who stands for something, a representative who will
fight for them.
Going forward, I will need your help — your time, your
money, your sense of unshakeable conviction — to help
our community have its say and send a Conservative to the
House of Commons once again.
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Continued from page 2

More Recent Events & Highlights from the Campaign

Team Karim volunteers

With Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Minister of Defense
Jason Kenney at the historic first iftar dinner at 24 Sussex.

Karim, his team, and many other conservatives including Ontario PC
leader Patrick Brown participated in the 2015 Pride parade.

Karim marched with our friends at
the Canada Day Chinatown parade.

Your candidate, Karim Jivraj,
needs your help!
Gyl Midroni
Communications Chair

S

ummer is here, and Karim and his team are now in full
campaign mode. His team of young volunteers is out
several times every day, knocking on doors, explaining
why Canada is better off under the leadership of Stephen
Harper and the Conservative Party of Canada. As of this
writing he’s covered nearly half the riding in his door-to-door
mission. He’s putting in the hours and the shoe-leather, and
we should do everything possible to support his efforts.

Join us on July 15th with John Baird

On July 15th, the Honourable John Baird, former MP, former
President of the Treasury Board, former Minister of the
Environment, former Minister of Transport and Infrastructure,
and most recently former Minister of Foreign Affairs will
be the honoured guest of the University Rosedale EDA at
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the home of John and Nancy McFadyen. Please consider
attending this event, not only to meet this remarkable man
and thank him for his service to the Conservative cause
in Canada, but also to support Karim’s campaign with a
donation of $250 (or more). Full information can be found
at our web site www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com.
Even if you can’t join us for the John Baird Reception,
donations can be made to support Karim’s campaign
through the EDA by PayPal, or by regular mail. Also, if you
know of a local community event where Karim might be
able to participate and meet people, please let us know at
info@UniversityRosedaleCPC.com.
Have a great summer, and we’ve love to meet you at one of
our events.
Gyl Midroni
Communications Chair

For more information or to volunteer
Visit us on-line at www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com
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