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President’s Message

Issues that will matter in the next election

Renewal and hope
for Canada’s future

Freedom of speech on campus–
great until we disagree

Keith Tuomi
President, University–Rosedale EDA

“T

he sunny ways are over …”. So spoke Interim
Conservative Leader Rona Ambrose, presciently,
on December 7, 2015 in the House of Commons.
It was only a matter of time. The Prime Minister’s tone-deaf
and stunningly cold and shallow comments, supposedly in
the name of all Canadians, on the passing of Fidel Castro,
only underscore that Canada’s present government is on
the wrong path. Canada deserves better.
In the Conservative Party, now fourteen men and women
have put their names forward to debate the truly important
issues that all Canadian care about – how will the private
sector in Canada create wealth, jobs and invest in research
and technology so that we and our children will have jobs and
live in a decent and caring society. Conservative candidates
are passionately debating carbon-pricing, Canadian values,
pipelines, taxes, rapid transit, supply management, how
Canada can trade and prosper in the world, the CBC, and
Canada’s defence capability, especially in the air and on the
sea. Canadians want this debate. They deserve this debate.
It is vigorous, loud and inclusive. All can participate. Not just
those who ‘pay to play’ at high-priced fundraisers.
Canada deserves better. Please take the time to read in our
newsletter the views of those who would lead Canada. They
care about you. They care about Canada. They care. Our
present government does not. It will be your choice in 2019.
Do you want your voice to be heard? Do you want to make
a difference to Canada? Please join us. The choice is yours
and the time is now.
Sincerely,

Keith
h Tuomi,i President

Visit us on-line for more news and photos:
www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com
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Kary Cozens
Youth Chair, University–Rosedale EDA

W

hile the past six months have drawn most of the political
attention south of the border, the University of Toronto
community has been the scene of an ideological
debate of similar furor that represents many of the challenges
young conservatives face on campus. It began because of a
lecture by Professor Jordan Peterson that commented on
proposed changes to the Canadian Human Rights Act but has
since spiraled into a example of the institutional challenges
that any student with an opinion contrary to the majority will
face, as conservatives often do.
Professor Peterson’s concern with the amendment is that the
change would criminalize anyone who, either mistakenly or
with malice, refers to someone with the wrong pronouns. He
sees this as a major infringement on the guaranteed protection
of speech Canadians are supposed to have. However, many
in the university community saw his views as transphobic and
deeply offensive and anyone who associated himself or herself
with him was guilty of the same. In response, protests were
arranged both in support of and in opposition to Professor
Peterson; however the one arranged in support of him was the
target of a counter protest that prevented any discussion from
taking place.
All of this was in addition to the on-line war that was waged
in the comment sections of Facebook, with both sides being
guilty of throwing accusations of being either transphobic or
a social justice warrior because of their stances, but because
the Peterson supporters were in the minority their voices were
drowned out by the masses, preventing a true debate of ideas.
Regardless of the stance one takes on the issue, what this
represents is the institutional differences between many
conservative minded youth and the overwhelming majority
on university campuses, including much of the student
government, the main student newspaper, and the student
union, all of whom released statements against Peterson and
his views. If the Conservative Party wants to win the youth vote
in 2019 these are the institutions and challenges we have to
work to change over the next three years. ■
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The 2017 Leadership

Meet the leadership candidates: Continuing our series of messages from Leadership Candidates, five more
candidates have provided a message specifically for us here in University–Rosedale. We will elect our new CPC leader in
May 2017. As a University–Rosedale member you can influence the outcome and future direction of the party. Please renew your
membership now and get like-minded family and friends to join and participate in the discussion. Each riding across Canada will have
an equal voice — but you must be a member to have an influence on the outcome!
Chris Alexander
Chris’ campaign is focusing on jobs. Canada’s tax
policy, trade agenda, business environment, re-tooled
government, research, development and innovation,
skills and education need to focus on one goal:
creating and keeping the jobs of the future in Canada.
This is not easy. Thanks to McGuinty, Wynne and now
Trudeau, we are quickly losing our competitive edge.
We need to show that Conservatives have a plan to
make Canada a leader in entrepreneurship, in technology, in financial
services, in the digital economy, in sustainable natural resources, and
in increasing our export market share in Asia, Europe, Latin America and

Africa — as well as North America and the Caribbean. As Conservatives, we
need to be bold once again in addressing environmental and indigenous
issues and in putting forward a vision for the future of our cities and
our youth. I do not support a national carbon tax, but I do support a
broader agenda to reduce emissions sharply by innovation; to protect
wilderness, coastlines and marine areas; and to make Canada a global
leader on promotion of forests, clean oceans, biodiversity, clean energy
and clean water. An Alexander-led Conservative government will also
invest in our military, strengthen our global trade and diplomatic network,
and engage with all of Canada’s partners as a reliable ally, champion of
open markets, and catalyst for action to end conflicts and reduce poverty.
www.chrisalexander.ca

Pierre Lemieux
I am running a campaign on three fundamental principles: democracy,
family and security. I believe in a democracy that serves all Canadians;
one where respectful and thoughtful debate is protected in order that
every voice may be heard. I believe in family, and a democracy that serves
the family as the foundation of our society.

Erin O’Toole
I strongly support a policy platform that is developed
by and responsive to the grassroots membership of
the Conservative Party – I want to hear from you. If
elected leader, I will continue to rely on our members
to help set the direction of our party.
Husband to Rebecca, father to Mollie and Jack.

Lisa Raitt
I was raised by my grandparents, the youngest of seven kids. When I
look back on growing up, I never thought of our family as poor. I know
now, that we really struggled. We were taught the world owed us nothing.
With a lot of hard work, I earned my Master’s Degree in chemistry and
eventually became a lawyer. Six years later, after serving as Canada’s
first female Harbormaster, I became President and CEO of the Toronto
Port Authority. My story is not unique in Canada, but Canada is unique in
how we make these stories happen. Hard Work - Living within your means
- Being compassionate to others - but also being accountable. They tell
us it’s the era of “sunny ways” yet so many can’t see the sun. Too many

Andrew Scheer
I’m running to lead our Conservative Party because
I am the best candidate to keep us united and
to defeat Justin Trudeau in 2019. I have a clear,
distinct, conservative vision. If we become “Liberal
light” we will lose. I have the experience and
energy to take on Justin Trudeau. I can speak to all
Canadians in both official languages.
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And I believe in security, in protecting Canadian
borders, our economy and our diversity that
spans across the country. I understand what it
means to serve. It’s experience that you can trust.
Join me, and together we will succeed 2019.
www.pierrelemieux.ca

Joined the Canadian Armed Forces at 17, served as an Air Force Captain
before transferring to the Reserves and studying law at Dalhousie
University. As a lawyer, helped found the True Patriot Love Foundation,
an organization that supports military families and veterans. Elected
as Member of Parliament for Durham, Ontario in 2012 and re-elected in
2015. Appointed Minister of Veterans Affairs in 2015 and modernized
the department to connect with a new generation of veterans.
www.erinotoole.ca

communities are broken. Thousands are looking
for work, with not a job in sight. Too many are living
paycheque to paycheque. Too many are drowning in
debt. The rules used to be simple. Work hard, get
a good education, and the world was yours. But
these rules don’t apply anymore. Canada needs
a leader who will fight for the striving many, not
just the privileged few. We need a leader who can
beat Trudeau in the next election, who knows what
Canada looks like, from the bottom, who will work to create opportunity
for every striver, at every age. I will be that leader. www.lisa2019.ca
I have the support of 18 sitting MPs, far more than any other candidate,
and there are more to come.
I was the youngest Speaker of the House in Canadian history. I will stand
up for Canadian values in a dangerous world, while focusing on those
issues that unite Conservatives like fiscal discipline, supporting the family
and being tough on crime. www.andrewscheer.com
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University–Rosedale: The Bloor Street Culture Corridor

U

niversity-Rosedale is Canada’s most exciting and
diverse riding, containing Canada’s largest university,
Chinatown, Rosedale, Koreatown, the Annex, Christie
Pits, Little Italy, Kensington Market, and other unique
Toronto gems. But how many of us know of the Bloor Street
Culture corridor, and all it has to offer?
Centred on Bloor street from Bathurst to Yonge is a treasure
trove of unique and fascinating cultural centres and
activities, worth a visit from anyone who wants to expand
their horizons and sample all that Toronto has to offer.

Gyl Midroni
Communications Chair

The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto is an Aboriginal
community cultural centre that offers activities and events
based on cultural teachings and traditions of First Nations
people. Located in a beautifully renovated heritage building
on Spadina ust north of Bloor Street.
At the corner of Bloor and Spadina, the Miles Nadal Jewish
Community Centre is a dynamic hub of opportunities for
people of all ages and backgrounds to be active, to learn,
to connect and to participate in a wide range of cultural
experiences.

The Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema is an historic, centuryold cinema located in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood, a
year-round home for first-run Canadian and international
documentaries, as well as special documentary
presentations and showcases.
Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre’s Jeanne Lamon Hall at 427 Bloor
St. W offers music lovers a variety of choices. Tafelmusik,
Canada’s award-winning period instrument orchestra, “One
of the world’s top baroque orchestras,” (Gramophone)
performs 50 concerts annually in at Jeanne Lamon Hall.
At Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre we also have the Toronto
Consort, internationally recognized for its excellence in the
performance of medieval, renaissance and early baroque
music. Finally, Talisker Players is a unique ensemble of
instrumentalists dedicated to collaborating with singers. Its
own concert series is one of Toronto’s most eclectic and
adventurous, combining words and music in evenings that
are as theatrical as they are musical, and showcasing some
of Canada’s finest vocal artists.
Alliance Française provides a cultural immersion experience
through over 115 events every year, including concerts
(classical, jazz, world music, French new scene), theatre
productions, stand-up comedy, art exhibitions, lectures,
book launches, kids events, movie screenings, French
classes for all ages and many social events. Events take
place in the art gallery, 150-seat theatre, 65 classrooms,
and Mosaïque, the new French bookstore.
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The Toronto Consort (Photo Credit: Paul Orenstein)

On Huron, just north of Bloor The Italian Cultural Institute,
Cultural Section of the Consulate General of Italy in
Toronto, is a centre for cultural and academic activities,
a school of Italian language and civilization, a source of
information about contemporary Italy, as well as a venue
for art exhibitions, lectures, films, and video screenings. At
310 Bloor West we have the Museum of Estonians Abroad
(VEMU), located at Tartu College, connecting Canadian
and Estonian communities through rich and vibrant cultural
programming including lectures, seminars, workshops,
exhibitions, film screenings, theatre, concerts, and more, in
Estonian and English.
... continues on page 4
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Come join us: you could meet our next Leader

T

he University–Rosedale EDA is bringing in CPC
Leadership candidates for the membership to meet.
Don’t miss your opportunity.

The leadership race is now bustling with contenders, some
declaring over 6 months ago, some as recently as the past
week.
Maxime Bernier
was our first visitor back
in May, a champion of
individual freedoms and
personal
responsibility,
speaking of his approach
to reducing government
intervention in our daily
lives. He was hosted at the
home of Jane and Keith
Tuomi, our EDA president.
U-R EDA reception for Maxime Bernier More recently we’ve had
Michael Chong and Kellie
Leitch visit. Mr. Chong and his wife Carrie were hosted at
the home of Keith Murray and Doc von Lichtenberg, an
EDA Board member. We had a great contingent of young
conservatives, and Mr. Chong spoke passionately for his
economic vision and for democratic reform, including
the Senate. Dr. Leitch was hosted by our EDA founding
president Ghina Al-Sewaidi. She’s been a conservative
since her teens, and has an extraordinary record of
successful political organization. She’s been vocal on the
importance of talking about Canadian values, but is also

Bloor Street Culture Corridor

keen on returning decision-making to the grassroots rather
than top-down control.
With each event, after a
brief introduction and a
speech by the leadership
candidate, those in the room
get to ask direct questions
of the candidates, and there
is plenty of opportunity for
one-one discussion. One
of these individuals will
U-R EDA reception for Michael Chong
be leading the CPC in six
months and could end up
being Prime Minister. You’ll never have a better chance to
get to the heart of Canadian politics by attending a small
gathering close to home. In coming months we plan to
bring several more leadership candidates. Chris Alexander
will be here on January
18th and we hope to have
other candidates in the
following months. We’ll be
sending notifications to
our members, so watch for
further information by email,
or check out our website,
and consider coming to as
U-R EDA reception for Kellie Leitch many of the meetings as
possible. ■

continued from page 3
Quartet, Gryphon Trio, and Nexus Percussion Ensemble,
and visiting ensembles include the New Orford String
Quartet and the Theatre of Early Music.
The Gardiner Museum at Bloor and Avenue Rd is Canada’s
national ceramics museum, and one of the world’s great
specialty museums, presenting special exhibitions, events,
lectures and drop-in open clay classes to complement its
permanent collection galleries.

The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, 16 Spadina Road

At Bloor and St. George, with an international collection of
over 13,000 shoes and related artifacts, the Bata Shoe
Museum celebrates 4,500 years of footwear history. In
addition to the semi-permanent exhibition, All About Shoes,
the Museum has three rotating galleries, ensuring that each
visit offers a new experience.
At the Royal Conservatory of Music, Koerner Hall is “the
greatest venue in this city”, “magnificent in its acoustics, as
much as in its design” (Toronto Star), and hosts innumerable
world famous artists every year.
The University of Toronto Faculty of Music is one of
Canada’s leading music institutions for presenting concerts
and for training performers, scholars, composers, and
educators. Resident ensembles include the Cecilia String
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The Japan Foundation at Yonge and Bloor is a cultural
centre introducing Japan to the Canadian public through
arts, language and academic study. Events including art
exhibitions, film screenings, language classes, readings,
lectures, workshops and demonstrations, are presented
year-round in the gallery and event hall.
The Toronto Reference Library, just north of Bloor on Yonge,
presents a wide array of literary and cultural experiences for
Torontonians, including art and cultural exhibitions at its TD
Gallery, showcasing the library’s vast special collections; and
lectures, talks and readings from national and international
authors, thinkers and newsmakers at its Appel Salon.
Oh, and did we mention the Royal Ontario Museum?
At the Bloor St. Culture Corridor web site you can find out
what’s going on this month and plan an exciting activity this
weekend or next. www.bloorstculturecorridor.com ■
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