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President’s Message

Renewed hope for Canada
Keith Tuomi
President, University–Rosedale EDA

I

n his first speech as Leader to the Conservative Party of
Canada caucus in Ottawa on May 29, 2017, after a hard
fought leadership race, Andrew Scheer confidently asserted:
“... there is renewed hope for Canada”. With talented individuals
in his shadow cabinet, such as Maxime Bernier, Erin O’Toole,
Michael Chong and Lisa Raitt, Conservatives have the
demonstrated competence to govern Canada again in 2019. And
what a pressing need there is! The abject drift of the present
government is on full display for all to see. Spending recklessly,
with no coherent plan to balance the federal budget until 2055,
(in thirty-seven years!), Mr. Trudeau’s Finance Minister does
not seem to understand the concept of a blind trust to hold his
own assets to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest while
a Minister of Finance! Nor, does the present government seem
to be able to administer a sound, predictable or fair taxation
system either for middle-class Canadians or small businesses!
Mr. Trudeau’s government is fixated on empty virtue signaling.
Canada’s present carbon emission targets remain the same as
those set out by Mr. Harper. Canada’s recent poor record on
Defence and Security issues — from Mr. Trudeau’s disgraceful
ending of the CF-18 military mission against ISIS, the Omar
Khadr settlement debacle and the stalling of Canada’s proposed
new F35 purchases — have not helped Canada’s reputation with
its most important ally, the United States. And, its negotiations
with them, (and Mexico), of NAFTA are at a stark crossroads.
Tough choices lie ahead. Canada needs competent and levelheaded leadership and sound policies in these turbulent times.
Canada needs Andrew Scheer and a federal Conservative
government in 2019!
Sincerely,

Keith
h Tuomi,i President

Conservative Convention 2018

University–Rosedale
Delegate Selection Meeting
scheduled for January 15th

O

n August 23, 2018, Conservatives from across Canada
will gather in Halifax to chart the course to victory in
2019. The delegate selection process here in UniversityRosedale begins at our Delegate Selection Meeting (DSM) on
January 15th. Watch your mail and your e-mail in the coming
weeks for the official Notice of Meeting with the date, time and
location.

In the meantime, be sure to confirm that you have a
current membership. You must be a paid-up member of the
Conservative Party of Canada at least 21 days prior to the DSM
in order to vote for a delegate or to be a delegate yourself.
Also, to stand as a delegate, you must submit a completed
Delegate Candidate Information Form to the Chair prior to the
beginning of the DSM. The Delegate Selection Meeting notice
will provide more details.
Ten delegates, plus alternates, will be elected at the Delegate
Selection Meeting. One of these ten may be a youth delegate
(age 14 – 23). Delegates must attend the Convention at their
own expense. Registration for the Convention in Halifax opens
on January 10th, 2018.
Renew or extend your membership today. You can confirm
your membership status by sending an e-mail inquiry to the
EDA at info@UniversityRosedaleCPC.com or by phoning the
National Service Desk at 1-866-808-8407. ■

Participate. Educate. Donate.
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Events in University–Rosedale

A

Gyl Midroni
Communications Chair

lhough it was not an “in the riding” event, we cannot fail to note that since our last newsletter the CPC has
elected a new leader — only the second in party history — Andrew Scheer. Over 3,000 people attended
the leadership selection event on May 27, 2017 at the Congress Centre in Etobicoke. When the night was
over, in an extremely close vote Andrew Scheer edged out Maxime Bernier for the leadership. Party membership
rose 3–4 fold to 260,000, the largest membership total in party history. CPC members were energized to
support their candidates across Canada.
With Andrew Scheer now at the helm, the CPC is preparing to take
back power in 2019. Mid term, the Liberals are starting to flail.
Current polls show them running neck-and-neck with the CPC.
Canadians see that the Liberals have acted against important
economic developments that are vital for Canada’s future, have
failed to control Canada’s borders, have launched an attack on
small business through punitive changes to small corporation
taxes, and have also betrayed their own supporters by failing to
deliver on many promises they made during their campaign.
An excellent turnout for the University-Rosedale local Policy &
Constitution meeting at the Miles Nadal JCC on August 23rd.

Regional level Policy and Constitution meetings will be held
early in 2018, and there will be notifications on our web site,
as well as by email. This is your chance to influence the CPC’s
political direction in years to come.

On October 1st, several members of the University-Rosedale board
participated in a boisterous demonstration in front of Finance Minister
Bill Morneau’s office against punitive changes to small business taxes.

In 2019 the CPC can take power back, but we all have to make
the effort together to make this happen. Participate. Educate.
Donate. Engage family and friends, educate them on harm that
Liberal policies are doing to this nation, and how Conservatives
have better ideas and a better record of meaningful achievement.
Canada cannot afford to drift further in an anti-Canadian and
socialist direction. We are not a “post-national” country, nor do
budgets balance themselves, though Justin Trudeau spouts such
nonsense.
Back in University-Rosedale, on August 23, at the Miles Nadal
JCC, we held a local Policy and Constitution meeting. This
was the first step of a bi-annual process which starts locally
across Canada in individual ridings, and culminates in a National
Convention, scheduled to be held in Halifax in August of 2018.
This well-attended meeting saw individual CPC members in the
riding come forth with policy suggestions that were discussed
by the group and then voted upon for consideration in the next
round of policy meetings at the regional level.

Our EDA has a history of significant contributions to the CPC policy
process, and this year will be no different. The four policies
adopted for further consideration were:

• The combined top marginal tax rate for individuals in all
Canadian jurisdiction will be 50% or less.

• For closely-held private corporations, the top marginal tax
rate for passive income will be 50% or less for all Canadian
juridictions combined.

• The Conservative Party opposes the use of “unconscious bias
training” techniques during the process of appointing federal
judges.

• The Conservative Party of Canada understands that the
Internet is an important tool for freedom of expression and
creativity, and will protect those vital roles while rejecting
online censorship. The CPC supports Canadians’ right to
online privacy and does not support warrant-less monitoring
of digital communication and online activity.
Another notable event in the riding took place on September 14th
at the home of former University-Rosedale President, current
Vice President, and past CPC National Council candidate Ghina
Al-Sewaidi. Ably organized by Ghina and fellow Board member
Becky Jones, we had the pleasure of Maxime Bernier’s company
for the evening.
... continues on page 4
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Joseph Overton observed that in a given
public policy area, such as education,
only a relatively narrow range of
potential policies will be considered
politically acceptable. This “window”
of politically acceptable options is
primarily defined not by what politicians
prefer, but rather by what they believe
they can support and still win re-election.
In general, then, the window shifts to
include different policy options not when
ideas change among politicians, but
when ideas change in the society that
elects them.

Social Conservatism and the Overton Window

M

any conservatives, both in University-Rosedale and
across Canada, were disappointed by the victory
of Andrew Scheer over some of his more socially
progressive rivals like Michael Chong and Maxime Bernier.
Many believe that the Conservative Party of Canada should be
pursuing a platform that is fiscally conservative yet socially
progressive; others still believe that with Justin Trudeau’s
Liberals in office now is not the time to take a hard stance
on issues many see as unpopular with the broader Canadian
electorate. Now for those who are themselves socially
progressive this is an understandable and consistent position.
However for those who are to a certain degree socially
conservative, or who hold at least some socially conservative
values, the above argument seems to assume that the pendulum
of public opinion will eventually swing back, and therefore
that these issues can be dropped temporarily with a reasonable
expectation of being able to pick them back up again at some
point in the future. This however may not be the case.
The Overton window, named after its originator policy
analyst Joseph P. Overton, is a concept used to explain the
limitations on the sphere of acceptable public discourse.
Those things falling within the window are ‘on the table’ so
to speak; they may not be accepted by everyone, they may
even be highly contentious, but they can at least be proposed
and discussed without falling afoul of the conventions and
morality of the day. Those ideas, values and topics that fall
outside the Overton window however are deemed no longer
fit for rational discussion; their very suggestion is vile and
repugnant and they have been purged from the arena of public
discourse. So complete is this banishment once it occurs that
I am reluctant to even give an example, lest I provoke some
misplaced outrage and be portrayed as lamenting the demise
of such a cause. Obviously some limitations on what can
reasonably be proposed are not necessarily a bad thing. Some
values once strongly held have no place in the modern era.
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John Fitzmaurice
Director, University-Rosedale EDA

However, following this principle, many of the values we hold
today, should they fail to receive a proper defence, could in
short order become practically speaking indefensible; deemed
by a large section of the population as being completely outside
the accepted realm of discussion and consideration.
As such, to drop the cause of social conservatism now, at a
time when views dissenting from the prevailing progressive
narrative are considered by many as increasingly intolerable,
may be to forever relegate these values and issues to the area
outside of acceptable political discourse. If dropped now,
social conservatism may be in a very real way gone forever
from Canadian politics. And so the questions must be asked:
are we already at a point where there is only one palatable
set of social values in Canadian society, progressive values?
Has social conservatism even now been foisted outside
the Overton window and therefore been deemed not worth
defending or being associated with? Is the current dominance
of the progressive narrative in the media, and what appears to
be the growing trend of abandoning arguments in good faith
and instead accusing those with whom one disagrees of being
motivated by prejudice, sufficient to ring the death knell of
social conservatism? If not, then as painful as it may be to take
a stand now, to allow the progressive narrative and progressive
values to advance unopposed may be to cede ground that can
never be reclaimed. And so, if any among us do believe that the
long term survival of social conservativism is worth fighting
for, or even just that such long standing values ought not to be
jettisoned from the public arena without ample consideration,
then this party needs a leader who will ensure that these values
do not die undefended. Therefore, the socially conservative
bent that left many disappointed in the election of Andrew
Scheer as leader of the Conservative Party of Canada, may
turn out to be an indispensible characteristic when it comes
to preventing the further narrowing, or further shifting, of the
Overton window. ■
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Politics & the financial burdens on young Canadians

T

o most young Canadians, the political debates and
discussions surrounding the recent fall fiscal update by
Bill Morneau and the Liberals will sound immaterial,
and the effects of Trudeau government policies on Canada’s
macroeconomic outlook might seem obscure. Indeed most
young adults, especially students in post-secondary studies, pay
attention to what the media has to offer about our politicians
rather than look into the fiscal issues.

Jooheon Lee
Director, University-Rosedale EDA

amounts deducted for taxes. If young Canadians took a deeper
look into the manner in which these premiums and taxes are
collected, and how they are spent, they would find themselves
unimpressed by the work of the current Liberal governments both
federally and provincially.
In addition, despite his promising “sunny ways” for Canadian
youth, Justin Trudeau’s election promises are turning out to be
nothing but empty words. Students and recent
graduates alike are far from seeing them take
Trudeau’s effect.

It is time that students in my cohort begin
paying attention to the details of Canada’s
“ ... Justin
financial future, with young conservatives
election promises
The impact of the Liberals’ out-of-control spending
initiating dialogue in their classrooms and
are turning out
and rapidly growing national and provincial debts
backyards among their family, neighbours,
to be nothing but
on future generations may seem an abstract
and friends. Those of us who attend classes
empty words.”
concern to the youth of today, but down a not-tooand work at modest-paying jobs will know of
distant road it is they who will be paying the price
the delight of going home with the hard earned
for these unrestrained expenditures. Fortunately,
cheques in our hands. With them, we can pay off some costs of
Conservatives
fi
ght for the security and prosperity of hardworking,
our education or invest in ourselves, like going to the movies or
everyday
Canadians
— seniors, middle-aged men and women and
enjoying dinner with friends.
youths all alike — and it will be up to young conservatives from
Most students, however, pay little attention to what the ‘CPP’
coast to coast to coast to participate, educate, and help ensure
and ‘EI’ written on the corners of their cheques mean, or to any
that the CPC is victorious in the coming election in 2019. ■

Events in University–Rosedale continued from page 2
to MPs and express your ideas and concerns. Had you attended
our event for Mr. Scheer earlier this year on March 10th at a
local pub on College Street, you would have had a chance to
speak one-on-one with the person who now leads the CPC and
could be Canada’s next PM. All our events are posted weeks in
advance on the EDA website (www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com)
and several reminder emailings are sent out each time. Join us
next time!

Ghina Al-Sewaidi and Becky Jones hosted an EDA BBQ fundraiser on
September 14th with special guest Maxime Bernier

We raised funds for the EDA, but more importantly we got to
meet some fellow conservatives in the riding, ask questions of
and express our ideas and concerns to Mr. Bernier to take back
to Ottawa, and we had some really tasty BBQ food.
Our EDA holds several such events a year, and we encourage
members in the riding to attend. This is your chance to speak

Visit us on-line for more news and photos:
www.UniversityRosedaleCPC.com
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Remember that the donations we ask for are very much tax
deductible (for example, a donation of $200 would be refunded
75% assuming you have not donated more than $400 total for
the year), so the cost of attending such an event is relatively low,
while the benefit to the guests, and the University-Rosedale EDA
and its ability to support candidates in the next election, and fund
activities in between elections, is great. No member of the EDA
receives any pay for their work at any time - 100% of the money is
spent on political action. ■

Participate. Educate. Donate.

To check your Membership status, call:
National Service Desk at 1-866-808-8407
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